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plain. But the breeze blew fresh and the su \ shone bright,
birds twittered in the brushwood, and lizards and Djerboo'asran
about lightly chirping on all sides, or a covey of partridges (it
was September) whirred up at our approach, and a long file of
gazelles bounded away from before us, then stopped a minute
at gaze, and bounded off again. The camels were in good con-
dition, and most of the riders in excellent humour.

Our first evening halt after Feyd was at Kefa, where we re-
mained an entire day. It is a large scattered village, situated
in a sandy hollow, and not ill provided with water. Like many
other hamlets of this province, this is a thriving and increasing
place \ indeed, we found the inhabitants busy at digging out
and stone-binding a large new well; they had just reached the
first indications of moisture at about twelve feet deep. The
stone here is calcareous, and so it is in general towards the
centre of the Peninsula; Djebel Toweyfe itself is chiefly of the
same formation, unlike the black rock and reddish granite of
Djebel Shomer.

Our next halting-place was JsLoseybah, a sman hamlet, but
abounding in gardens and fruit The little hill up whose eastern
side the houses are built, is in other parts so thickly covered
with Ithel and palm as to be almost picturesque. The wells are
many, and I doubt not that should TelaPs rule continue long
undisturbed in these parts, 5-oseybah may in due time becoree
considerable.

The third evening passed at Kowarah. This large village,
which might almost be called a town, lies in a wooded and well-
watered hollow, where its groves form a beautiful backpiece to
die broken and thickety ground in front. Around, the plain is
excavated into cliffs from twenty to sixty feet high, and furrowed
by watercourses, or rank with thick brushwood and long herbage.
Here is the last southerly station of TelaTs territory; here,
too, as mostly elsewhere, the chief is of the natives of the
soil, and order and security are the only tokens of central
government.

On the i4th of September we left Kowarah behind, journey-
ing on till near midday, when, after passing a few low hills, we
came to a sudden dip in the land level, and the extent of
Southern Kaseem burst on our view.

Now, for the first time, we could in some measure appreciate
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